1 John – Living in Community

A Community of Love – 4:7-18 

Culture’s love theology: you have to love yourself to love others…

John’s love theology…

· God is love – Dear friends, let us love one another, for loves comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. (vv. 7-8)
(Common objection: A loving God doesn’t send people to hell.
· Jesus applied love – “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  (vv. 9-10)
(Common objection: You have to earn God’s love.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  

(Rom. 5:6)
· Christians extend love – “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us…And we have seen and testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.”  (vv. 11-14)
(Common objection: Christians are hypocrites, not loving.

“The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”  (Zeph. 3:17)
The Bible’s love theology: We are loved by God and compelled to love others.
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