The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are those who mourn…”

The cry for freedom from pain is as ancient as man…
“I said, ‘Oh, that I had the wings of a dove!  I would fly away and be at rest – I would flee far away and stay in the desert; I would hurry to my place of shelter; far from the tempest and storm.’”  (David, Psalm 55:6-8)
The one thing we long for in the face of pain is comfort…

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  (Matthew 5:4)
What most people tend to do with pain…
· Deny it – the weaker side of optimism
· Redirect it – the naïve side of realism 
· Dwell on it – the darker side of pessimism
Godly mourning – allowing your heart to be broken by the things that break the heart of God.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”  

(Psalm 34:18)

Happiness does not come in mourning – it comes in God’s response to that mourning

In Christ – I can always find comfort because…

· His pardon erases my guilt (Rom. 8:1)

· His power breaks my bad habits (Rom. 8:2-4)

· His purpose transforms my problems (Rom. 8:28)

· His provision supplies my needs (Rom. 8:31-32)

· His protection relieves my fears (Rom. 8:35-39)


























God does not comfort us merely to make us comfortable – He comforts us to make us comforters. (2 Cor. 1:3-6)











