The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are the merciful…”

The first four Beatitudes emphasize our inner life with God.  The second four emphasize our relational life with people…
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  (Matthew 5:7)

Mercy is closely tied to…
· Forgiveness (Titus 3:5)

· Love (Eph. 2:4)

· Grace (Heb. 4:16)
· Benevolence (1 John 3:17-18)

The practical side of mercy…
· “I see the need” – recognition
· “I am moved by the need” – motivation
· “I meet the need” – action
The great mercy thief in our lives – selfishness…
· Selfishness at its worst – I will care about me.

· Selfishness at it’s best – I will care about you if you care about me.

A kind man benefits himself, but a cruel man brings trouble on himself.  (Prov. 11:17)
Mercy is giving someone a piece of your heart, not a piece of your mind.
The reward – “…for they shall receive mercy.”
· As a gift from God.
Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  (Lam. 3:22-23)
· At the cross of Christ.
For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of people.  Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  (Heb. 2:17-18)






























