The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are those who are persecuted…”

For much of history the common test of courage in the faith was found in this question…

Would You die for Christ?

In today’s day and age, the question has changed to this…

Does anyone know you’re a Christian?
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  (Matthew 5:10-12)
The blessing nobody wants...
· Persecuted because of the life we live – “…because of righteousness…”


· Persecuted because of the One we love – “…because of me.”
How we are persecuted…
· Verbal insults – “…when people insult you…”

· Hostile actions – “…when people…persecute you…”
· False accusations – “…when people…falsely say all kinds of evil against you…”
Standing tall in the face of persecution…

· Pray – “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  (Matt. 5:44)
· Bless – “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”  (Rom. 12:14)
· Endure – “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  (2 Cor. 12:9-10)
The reward – “…for theirs is the kingdom of heaven…great is your reward in heaven…”
























IMPORTANT NOTE:  How society treats people…





If you live below society’s norm you will be punished.


If you live above society’s norm you will be persecuted.





If fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  (2 Tim. 3:12)











