What is the Church?
Part 2 – From the Seats to the Streets
For much of history the common test of courage in the faith was found in this question - Would You die for Christ?

In today’s day and age, the question has changed to this - Does anyone know you’re a Christian?

In Acts 11:19-26 you see the church on mission…
Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.  Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.  The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.  Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”  (Acts 11:19-26)
· This church has no walls (v. 19)

· This church launches other missional movements (vv. 20-21)
· This church partners with other churches (vv. 22-24)
· This church takes a team approach to discipleship (vv. 25-26)
In Colossians 1:6-8 you see the Gospel in motion…

“All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.  You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.”  (Colossians 1:6-8)
· The gospel is universal (v. 6)
· The gospel is growing (v. 6b)
· The gospel is true (v. 6b)
· The gospel is delivered by people (v. 7)






