Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
From Knowing to Serving –1:24-29

Paul explains the cost of serving Christ (v. 24)

(Paul) is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  I will show him how much he must suffer for my Name.  (Acts 9:15-16)
(NOTE:  2 checkpoints in a healthy attitude towards suffering…

· You can rejoice and find purpose in it – “I rejoice…I fill up…”
· You can think of others despite it – “…what was suffered for you…for the sake of his body, the church.”
“Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  (Luke 23:34)
WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS SUFFERING?

Paul explains the reason for his suffering (vv. 25-27)

· According to Paul’s example, there’s only one good reason for serving Christ…God calls you to it.

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  (v. 27)

· For years people have tried to get close to God…through religion, through rituals, through sacrifice.

· Yet it is God who is coming close to people…through Christ.

Paul explains the goal of ministry (v. 28)

· Everyone – English word meaning “all people”!
· Perfect in Christ – Greek word ‘teleios’ – meaning “complete, mature”.
HOW BIG IS YOUR VISION FOR PEOPLE?

Paul explains the power behind it all (v. 29)

· When I think it’s my work…I use my energy.
· When I think it’s His work…I use His energy.
The crucial question is… “What does God want me to do?”
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