Virtues of Stewardship

Humility – Philippians 2:1-11

Time for an attitude check:

· Pride: What’s in it for me? – “Do nothing out of selfish ambition…”
· Pride: Who’s noticing me? – “Do nothing out of…vain conceit.”
· Humility: What’s best for others? – “…but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
(Note:  Humility isn’t thinking less of ourselves – it’s thinking of ourselves less.

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.  (Prov. 11:2)
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
	WHO IS JESUS?

	His Humility
	He is the eternal

God (v. 6a)
	Who became fully man (v. 6b-7)
	And was obedient unto death (v. 8)
	Therefore…

	His Exaltation
	Name above all

names (v. 9)
	Every knee will

bow (v. 10)
	Every tongue 

confess. (v. 11a)
	Glory of God 

(v. 11b)


The principles of humility (per Jesus):

· Lay down the rights – “…did not consider equality with God something to be grasped.”

· Pick up the towel – “…taking the very nature of a servant…”

· Obey the Father – “…he humbled himself and became obedient to death…”

· Exalt the Son – “Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place…”

The practice of humility (per C.J. Mahaney in his book, “Humility):

· Follow the truth wherever it leads

· Seek godly correction and wisdom

· Learn from everyone

· Be quick to apologize

· Celebrate God’s grace in other people’s lives

· Cultivate an attitude of thanksgiving

· Grow in Scripture

· Exalt Christ’s name, not your own

· Laugh

· Sleep

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  (1 Peter 5:5)
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