ILLUMINATE
His Light For Joseph

When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. (2 Cor. 4:6)

In the dark: Mary’s pregnancy is Joseph’s dilemma...

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother, Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. (Matt. 1:18-19)

In the light: Jesus revealed...

An angel revealed His conception — “But after he had considered this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.””
(v. 20)

His name revealed His mission — “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him
the name Jesus, because He will save people from their sins.” (v. 21)

*  Scripture revealed His coming — “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel’ — which means, ‘God with us.’” (vv. 22-23)

In response: Joseph obeys...

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave Him
the name Jesus. (vv. 24-25)

Q God’s illumination demands a personal decision of love — “This is the verdict: Light has
come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will
be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that
what he has done has been done through God.” (John 3:19-21)

Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. (John 14:21)

An illuminated heart lives to please God...

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the
Lord. (Eph. 5:8-10)



