A Journey Through Philippians
Philippians 2:12-18
Joy In Your Obedience
Craig Smith

Building off of Christ’s example, Paul describes three steps needed to find joy in our obedience…

Obedience Means Working Out Spiritually – 2:12-13

· IMPORTANT!  

· Paul is not teaching us to earn our salvation – He’s teaching us to work out what God’s already worked in – our salvation!

This requires a couple of things…
· Reverence – “…continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling…”
· Dependence – “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
Obedience Means Living Life Honorably – 2:14-16

We need to avoid complaining and arguing so that…
· We look like God’s child – “…so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God…”
· We shine like God’s star – “…in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life…”
· We bless those who have served us – “…in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.”
Obedience Means Working Hard Relationally – 2:17-18
How do “hard work” and “real joy” fit together?  The answer depends on how you’re living… 
· Are you trying to earn your life?
· Are you trying to save your life?
· Are you trying to spend your life? – “But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from you faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.”
























