A Journey Through Philippians
Philippians 1:20-30
Joy In Your Circumstances – Part 2
Craig Smith

Sitting in prison, Paul continues his encouragement to change our focus so that we may find joy in our circumstances… 

Look Beyond The Temporary To See The Eternal  -  1:20-26
Paul narrows our focus down to two categories – life and death.
How do we live out this “eternal perspective” practically?  Three things…

· A lifetime commitment to serve – “If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.”
· A desire to be with Christ – “I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far…”
· An unselfish love for others – “…it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.”
Ultimately, there will be little joy in our circumstances unless we can answer YES to these two questions:

· Can I face life with purpose?

· Can I face death with confidence?
Look Beyond the Bad News to See the Good News – 1:27-30
The “Good News” is more than a message, it is a way of life – “Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

	GOOD NEWS LIVING

	God’s Challenge
	My Decision

	“Stand firm in one spirit”  (v. 27)
	I will maintain unity

	“Contending for the faith” (v. 27)
	I will not concede to criticism

	“Unafraid of those who oppose” (v. 28)
	I will not be controlled by fear

	“Granted to suffer” (v. 29)
	I will not be confused by suffering


























