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Joy In Your Circumstances
Craig Smith

Sitting in prison, Paul teaches us some powerful truths about how to find joy in our circumstances… 


Look Beyond The Circumstances To See God’s Involvement  -  1:12-14

Paul saw two things happen as a result of his chains…
· Evangelism among the lost – “…it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else…”
· Encouragement among God’s people – “…most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God...”
· We find purpose in difficult circumstances – “…I am in chains for Christ.”
· We find courage in difficult circumstances – “…courageously…fearlessly.” 

Look Beyond The Problems To See The Priorities – 1:15-18a

How do you prevent problems from sabotaging your joy?  Two things…
· Remember all that is going right in your life – “It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.”
· Remember what’s really important in your life – “But what does it matter?  The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached.”
Look Up – You’re Being Carried To Victory! – 1:18b-19

Paul’s continued joy was the result of three things he knew to be true of his situation…

· His partners in Christ were praying for him – “I know that through your prayers…”
· The Spirit of Christ was carrying him - “…and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ…”
· His faithful God would deliver him – “…what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.”


















The secret to finding joy in your circumstances – change your focus








