1 Corinthians – Untangled

Liberty – 8:1-13


It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  (Gal. 5:1)
Does this mean a Christian is free to do anything he or she wants?

“Everything is permissible for me” – but not everything is beneficial.  (1 Cor. 6:12)
How do I determine the limits to my freedom? 

· What does my Bible say? - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
· What does love demand? – “Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge.  Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know.  But the man who loves God is known by God.”  (1 Cor. 8:1-3)
· What does my conscience say? – “But not everyone knows this.  Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled.  But food does not bring us near to God; we are not worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.”  (1 Cor. 8:7-8)
I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit.  

(Rom. 9:1)

· What does my weakness require? – “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.  For is anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, won’t he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols?”  (1 Cor. 8:9-10)
· What does my friend need? – “So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge.  When you sin against your brothers in this way, you sin against Christ.  Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.”  (1 Cor. 8:11-13)
“…and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”   (Eph. 5:2, NAS)
























