Rebounding from personal failure
Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:54-62; John 21:15-19
A basic truth about personal failure – everyone faces it.

We all stumble in many ways…  (James 3:2, NIV)
There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.  (Eccl. 7:20, NIV)
One man’s journey with personal failure
(Mark 14:27-31)  Sometimes good intentions aren’t enough.
· Peter was weaker than he thought – “Peter declared, ‘Even if all fall away, I will not.”
· Peter’s weakness would overcome his human strength – “But Peter insisted emphatically, ‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.’”
Often times the pre-cursor to personal failure is not knowing your own heart and not realizing your need for God’s help.

(Luke 22:54-62)  Sometimes failure can be devastating.
· It points out our imperfections – “Then Peter remembered the word the Lord has spoken to him:  ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.’”
· We confuse experiencing failure with being a failure – “The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter…And he went outside and wept bitterly.”
“…for a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again; but the wicked are overthrown by calamity.”   
(Prov. 24:16, RSV)
(John 21:15-19)  However, with God failure is never final.
Three things to remember about God when you fail…
· He is still interested in you – “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”
· He is still growing you – “Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’”
· He will still use you – “Feed my lambs…Tend my sheep…Feed my sheep.”












