Grace Encounters
Part 1 – Saving Grace

He has saved us and called us to a holy life – not because of anything we have done but because of His own purpose and grace.  (2 Tim. 1:9)
THE ENCOUNTER OF SAVING GRACE (LUKE 15:11-24)

The need for saving grace – a sinful life (vv. 11-15)

· Secularism:  God doesn’t matter – “Father, give me my share of the estate.”
In his pride, the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.  

(Psalm 10:4)
· Individualism:  Others don’t matter – “…the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.”
· Narcissism: All that matters is me – “After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.”
In his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his own sin.  (Psalm 36:2)

The requirement for saving grace – a repentant life (vv. 17-20a)
· Awareness – “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!’”

· Acknowledgement – “Father: I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.”

· Action – “So he got up and went to his father.”

The scandal of saving grace – a forgiving God (vv. 20b-24)
· God’s eagerness to embrace you – “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”
· God’s eagerness to restore you – “Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.”   
· God’s eagerness to empower you – “Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.”
· God’s eagerness to celebrate you – “Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.  So they began to celebrate.”
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  (Rom. 5:1-2)
























( NOTE:  Sin’s destination is always destitution - “He longed to fill his stomach with the  


    pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”











