Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
Staying On Course – 2:1-7

Paul reveals two key ingredients necessary for us to remain faithful to God in this life…Christ and community (vv. 1-3)
· Paul fought for these believers because he wanted to see…

· Their hearts encouraged – “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart…”
· Their love enabled – “…and united in love…”
· Their lives enriched – “…so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Paul warns them of the potential danger they face (v. 4)

· According to Paul’s warning, we’re open to an attack on truth in our lives…
· The most dangerous lies are half-truths
· The most vulnerable Christians are those who are uniformed
( NOTE:  Part of a good defense against this danger is being in a healthy church…
For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.  (v. 5)
Paul encourages them to continue in their faith by using four images (vv. 6-7)

· The image of a pilgrim – “…continue to live (walk) in him…”
· Encouragement: keep walking
· The image of a plant – “…rooted…”
· Encouragement: stay nourished
· The image of a building – “…built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught…”
· Encouragement: remain grounded
· The image of a fountain – “…overflowing…”
· Encouragement: overflow with gratitude[image: image1.png]

































