We Shall Overcome – Finding Hope in Hardship

1 Peter 4:1-11 – Surviving Suffering 

When you’re suffering…

· Shift your focus – “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude (purpose), because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.” (v. 1)
( Temptation: to turn inward
· Choose new life – “As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do…”  (vv. 2-3)
( Temptation: to turn backwards

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  

(2 Cor. 5:17)

The end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.  (v. 7)
· Pursue community – “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”  (vv. 8-9)
( Temptation: to turn away
· Serve in ministry – “Each one of you should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides…”  (vv. 10-11a)
( Temptation: to turn off
Through it all the point is this: worship…

“…so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.  Amen.”  (v. 11b)
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