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Separate From the World


The second step to true spirituality involves a commitment to separate…

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (Rom. 12:2)
Negative command: Do not conform – “outward pressure”

For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  (1 John 2:16-17)
	The world’s passions and temptations




	“cravings of sinful man” – the need to feel
	Sex
	Pleasure

	“lust of the eyes” – the need to have
	Salary
	Possessions

	“boasting of what he has and does – the need to be
	Status
	Position


For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  (Eph. 6:12)
Positive command: Be transformed – “inward change”

“…by the renewing of your mind…

· Through the word of God – “…when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.”  (1 Thes. 2:13)
· By the Spirit of God – “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.”  (Rom. 8:6)
· With the people of God – “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.”  (2 Thes. 2:15)
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.  (Phil. 4:8)
The reward of a renewed mind…

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (Rom. 12:2)
























