Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
The Image of God –1:15-23

Paul now confronts a heresy in Colossae by teaching them about Jesus (vv. 15-20)
( NOTE:  False teachers don’t always deny Christ, they simply marginalize Him.

Who is Jesus Christ?
· He is the exact picture of God – “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God…For God in all His fullness was pleased to live in Christ…”             
Therefore, I can see Him

· He is the creator of the universe – “For by Him all things were created…”  
Therefore, I can be assured that He understands me

· He is the owner of the universe – “All things were created by Him and for Him…” 
Therefore, I should give back what He asks from me

· He is the sustainer of the universe – “…in Him all things hold together…” 

Therefore, I can depend on Him

· He is the leader of the church – “He is the head of the body, the church…”

Therefore, I can follow Him

· He is the mediator of peace – “…and through him to reconcile to himself all things…by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”
Therefore, I can know Him
Next, Paul reminds them of life before and after Christ (vv. 21-23)
	You WERE…
	But now…
	You ARE

	Alienated
	But Christ has made you
	Reconciled

	Enemies
	But Christ has made you
	Holy in His sight

	Evil in behavior


	But Christ has made you
	Free from accusation


Does your past still haunt you?

(CLOSING CHALLENGE: What’s the big “IF” in verse 23?  Is your salvation at risk?
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