Ecclesiastes – Life Under the Sun

The Search for Meaning – 1:1-18

The question upon which philosophy was born – “what is the meaning of life?”

“Meaningless!  Meaningless!” says the Teacher.  “Utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless!  What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?”  

(Eccl. 1:2-3)
(Key insight: “Under the sun” – an examination of life on earth minus God.  

The futility of life’s cycles…

· Nature is permanent, but humanity is transient (v. 4)

· Nothing changes (vv. 5-7)

· Everything is restless (vv. 8-11)

· Nothing satisfies – “The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.”

· Nothing is new – “Is there anything of which one can say, ‘Look!  This is something new’?  It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.”
The futility of human wisdom…

· You can launch an all-out search (vv. 12-15)

· You can apply the best of wisdom (vv. 16-17a)

· It’s still the same conclusion (v. 17b-18)

Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a “fool” so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight.  As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”  (1 Cor. 3:18-20)
Hmmm, perhaps futility “under the sun” ought to drive you to look“above the sun”…

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  (1 Cor. 1:30-31)
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