Who Died and Made You My Judge?
There is a difference between exercising good judgment and acting judgmentally!

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

(Matthew 7:1-2)

The problem with playing judge…

· It’s God’s job, not yours!

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.  The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law.  But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?  (James 4:11-12)
· The manner and measure in which you judge will be used against you.
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Consider two common “standards” for judgment in the Bible…

Where it goes wrong in relationships:  we want justice for everyone else and mercy for ourselves.

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!  (James 2:12-14)
The way to avoid this relational pitfall is to change your focus…

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye.  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  Matthew 7:3-5 
Jesus teaches us that there are three ways to “look” at others…

· Hypocrisy is looking at the speck in another’s eye while ignoring the log in your own eye.
· Integrity is removing the log from your eye.
· Mercy is removing the speck from your brother’s eye.
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