Re-Formation
Part 4 – Where To Go When Your Heart Is Dead

Never forget our tendency to wander off…
“We must pay more attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”  (Heb. 2:1, NIV)
Heart drift can happen when…
· You begin trusting yourself to finish the race.  (Gal. 3:3)
· You experience significant loss.  (The Book of Lamentations)
· You feel God is silent.  (Psalm 88:13-14)
In Luke 24 Jesus did something powerful – He revitalized two struggling hearts…
"Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus Himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing Him.  He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked Him, ‘Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?’  ‘What things?’ He asked.  ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.  ‘He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.  The chief priests and our rulers handed Him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified Him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel...He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?’  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.  As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if He were going farther.  But they urged Him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’  So He went in to stay with them.  When He was at the table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him, and He disappeared from their sight.  They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’  They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, ‘It is true!  The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’  Then the two told what happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when He broke the bread.” 
(Luke 24:13-35, NIV)
Here’s how He did it…
· Jesus used Scripture to reveal Himself – “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.”
· They needed to know some things so He tapped into their HEADS.
· Scripture rekindled their passion – “Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the Scripture to us?”
· They needed to feel some things so He tapped into their HEARTS.
· That passion drove them to act – “They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.”
· They needed to do some things so He tapped into their HANDS.
 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  (Heb. 4:12, RSV)
Re-Forming in Christ depends on what you do with this question…
What will be your commitment to God’s Word this year?
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