James – Walkin’ the Talk of Faith
3:13-18 – Where Wisdom is Gentle

“Wisdom” according to James is not about your intelligence, it’s about your lifestyle (James 3:13)…
· Knowledge alone causes pride - We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  (1 Cor. 8:1)
· Wisdom applied causes humility – “Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”

Wisdom from “below” never brings “life” from above (James 3:14-16)…
· It destroys you internally – “…bitter envy…selfish ambition…”
· It destroys you spiritually – “…earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.”
· It destroys you relationally – “…, there you find disorder and every evil practice.”
Wisdom from “above” always brings “godliness” below (James 3:17-18)…

· You will maintain your integrity – “Wisdom that comes from above is first of all pure…”

· You will manage your anger – “…then peace-loving…”

· You will be gentle with others – “…considerate…”

· You will be willing to listen – “…submissive…”
· You will be compassionate toward people – “…full of mercy and good fruit…”
· You will be fair and transparent – “…impartial and sincere…”

So, where do you find this “wisdom from above?”
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God.”  (James 1:5)
“My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  (Col. 2:2-3)
























( Which of the six qualities of “wisdom” do you need to work on this week?





“Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”  (James 3:18)











