Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
Where Hope Begins –1:1-8

Why did Paul write this letter?


THE PEOPLE – (Colossians 1:1-2a)
· These believers were both in Christ and in Colossae.

THE PRAYER – (Colossians 1:2b-6a)

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints-- the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come to you.” Colossians 1:3-6a  (NIV)

· The process begins with hope
· Hope draws us to faith
· Faith leads us to love
THE GOSPEL – (Colossians 1:6b-8)
“All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.  You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.”  Colossians 1:6b-8  (NIV)

· It is true
· It is universal
· It is growing
· It is delivered by people[image: image1.png]



























The “Colossian Heresy” involved…





Gnosticism……………...empty thinking – Col. 2:8


Ceremonialism…………empty works – Col. 2:16-17


Angel Worship………….empty worship – Col. 2:18


Asceticism………………empty sacrifice – Col. 2:20-23








